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Reflection on the General Assembly 2022 

Ross Wilkinson, who will attend this year’s General 

Assembly as a Commissioner, reflects on the 

challenges facing the Kirk today. 

It may be a sign of age but I find time seems to pass incredibly quickly 

these days. It doesn’t seem all that long ago that we were celebrating 

Christmas but in fact we have now had Easter and have reached May, 

nearly half-way through the year. 

The month of May is always significant for the Church of Scotland as 

it is when the annual General Assembly is held. This year Inverleith St 

Serf’s are entitled to send 

a Commissioner and I feel 

very privileged to have 

been appointed to this 

position and look forward 

to representing the 

Church at the Assembly 

later in May. At the time 

of writing it is hoped to hold a hybrid form of Assembly with the 

majority of Commissioners attending in person and those who are 

still uncomfortable with face to face meetings, attending on line.  

The last two Assemblies have been totally on line and this will be the 

first with a face to face element for three years. This Assembly will 

mark the end of Lord Jim Wallace’s term as Moderator and the 

installation of Rev Iain Greenshields, Moderator Designate as his 
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successor. Mr Greenshields is a Parish Minister in Dunfermline. 

Whilst I have not yet received an agenda for the Assembly one item 

certain to be discussed at some length is the controversial proposal 

to restructure the Church. We are already feeling the effects of this 

in Edinburgh when the Presbytery has been asked to reduce the 

number of ordained ministers by 40%. This has meant that in the 

draft Presbytery plan every church in the city is being asked to form a 

union with at least one other congregation and in our case the 

proposal is to join with Stockbridge Church. In addition to 

congregational unions, the number of Presbyteries in Scotland is to 

be drastically reduced, again normally by means of a union.  Not 

unnaturally these proposals have received a mixed and, in some 

cases, hostile response throughout the country.  

Rev Iain Greenshields, Moderator-Designate of the General Assembly 
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I fear, however, the proposals are a necessary response to the 

continuing decline of the Church of Scotland throughout the nation. 

In the most recent statistics only 7.2% of the Scottish population 

admit to even an interest in the Church which, of course, means 

92.8% are not. 

If anyone doubts the seriousness of the situation facing us I suggest 

they read a recently published book “Mission in Contemporary 

Scotland” by the Rev Liam Fraser, currently minister of St Michael’s, 

Linlithgow. I was fortunate enough to mentor Liam on behalf of the 

Presbytery when he first enquired about the prospect of becoming an 

ordained minister. In illustrating the historical decline of the Church 

of Scotland he points out in 2011, 19.1% of weddings were conducted 

by the Church of Scotland, 5.9% by the Roman Catholic Church with 

the Humanist Society 8.5%. By 2016 the position had dramatically 

changed with the Humanist Society in Scotland conducting 13.6%, the 

Church of Scotland 12.6% and the Roman Catholic Church 4.6%. The 

jump in the humanist percentage seems to confirm that we now live 

in a secular country whereas when many of us were growing up, it 

was a Christian country.  

Not all doom and gloom 

Whilst the situation cannot be called optimistic, it is not all doom and 

gloom. As far as our own congregation is concerned, I find it most 

encouraging that, in a vacancy situation and amidst constantly 

changing covid restrictions, generally speaking attendances at Sunday 

worship are holding up remarkably well. Please continue to support 

your church. It is well worth the effort.  

 Ross Wilkinson 
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Worship in May 

Sunday worship in the sanctuary is at 10.30am.  All are welcome. 

Masks are not compulsory. 

 May  1  Rev Matthew Bicket 

   Fresh Start collection 

   Coffees and teas  

May 8  Rev Matthew Bicket 

   Coffees and teas  

May 15   Rev Matthew Bicket 

   Coffees and teas  

   Christian Aid Sunday 

May 22   Rev Dorothy Anderson 

   Coffees and teas  

May 29  Rev Dorothy Anderson 

   Coffees and teas 

Pastoral arrangements  

We will not have a locum minister until May 22 

Until then, if there is a pastoral need or a member dies, please contact 

Dorothy Millar. 

From May 22 please contact Dorothy Millar regarding pastoral issues such 

as illness.  The local undertakers will be advised of arrangements if a 

member dies. 
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Introducing the Rev Dorothy U Anderson 

 

The Rev Dorothy U Anderson starts as our locum 

on May 22.  She will be working, part time, two 

days per week plus Sunday mornings 

 

Before I begin my time with you as your locum minister, I have been 

asked to introduce myself to you. I will do so thematically rather 

than chronologically. 

Family 

I am the middle child of three, having an older sister and younger 

The Rev 

Dorothy 

Anderson 
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brother. Home was in Fife, although we were schooled in Edinburgh 

at George Watson’s College. I am married to Bruce, another Fifer, 

though we support rival football teams.  

Studies 

After taking science subjects to Higher level, I studied Law at 

Edinburgh University – not, perhaps, the most obvious degree course. 

In truth, I hadn’t wanted to study Physics, but was not permitted to 

take Chemistry, Biology and History which had been my preference. 

The entry requirements for Law were more about grades rather than 

attainment in specific subjects, and so off I went. 

Many years later, as a candidate for the ministry, I returned to my 

alma mater for my Divinity degree. There, as well as the compulsory 

subjects for ministry, I found an affinity for the church history of the 

Reformation. It had taken well over 20 years, but I finally got to study 

history!  

Working Life 

My first degree led to a career as a solicitor, working in the one firm 

for around 18 years, dealing mainly with property transactions, Wills 

and Executries. I enjoyed being involved in the life events of my 

clients and found the minutiae of title deeds and knotty conveyancing 

problems fascinating. 

Having spent all of my working life in the heart of the city, that was 

the last place I wanted to go as a Probationer minister, yet I ended up 
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at St Andrew’s & St George’s Church in George Street. So much did I 

enjoy it and its engagement with its parish and people, not only did I 

stay for the 15 months of my probation, I was ordained there as 

Outreach Minister in 2006.  The demands and enjoyment of serving 

as chaplain to shops and businesses in the heart of the city definitely 

shaped my whole ministry. 

Monifieth 

When the time came for me to look for a parish the only stipulation 

was that Bruce had to be able to commute from the manse to his 

work in Edinburgh. Monifieth, in Angus, was beyond the outer limits 

of the circle we had ‘drawn’ on the map. I don’t even know why we 

considered it - but I was inducted there in 2009!  

 

The congregation was a recently-formed triple union, with an 

abundance of buildings - churches, manses and halls – and no 

decision taken about which church should be used for worship.  

Cutting a long story short, it was decided the best thing to do was to 

start afresh and build a new church. Surplus properties would be sold 

to help raise funds for the new building - maybe someone with a 

conveyancing background wasn’t a bad person to have around.  

After 8 demanding, but enjoyable, years, in a very busy parish, I was 

ready for something different.  
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Dunblane 

I became the Associate Minister in Dunblane Cathedral in 2017 and it 

will always have a special place in my affections. However, one of my 

tasks was to make connections between church and community, and 

that became well-nigh impossible during the pandemic. 

As you will know, the Church of Scotland is undergoing radical 

change. That was, for me, the catalyst to take earlier-than-planned 

retirement from full-time ministry, at least in part to let me see what 

role(s) I might play in the kirk’s ‘21st century Re-formation’. I hope 

that my legal background and experience of ministry in three very 

different settings can be useful to congregations and presbyteries 

facing the challenges of change and unsettling times. 

The Future 

I am about to embark upon a new venture, for I have never been a 

locum before. I am greatly looking forward to playing a part in the 

unfolding history of your church, but please bear with me as I try to 

learn your names. 

Rather than incur the editor’s wrath by exceeding the given word 

limit, I will stop now, and hope I can share more of my story, and 

learn yours, as we work together in the weeks and months ahead. 

 

Rev Dorothy Anderson  
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Flowers in church 

We are hoping to return to having fresh flowers in the church each 

Sunday in the autumn – COVID permitting 

As a first step, I will this month be contacting all those who, before 

the pandemic, helped with arranging or delivering flowers to mem-

bers of the congregation after the service, to see who would like to 

continue with this in the future.   

Calling all budding florists 

 I know already, however, that we will be needing new volunteers. 

So, if you would be prepared to deliver flowers from time to time do 

get in touch.  Also, if you are a floral artist, a budding floral artist or 

someone who would like to have a go at arranging the flowers, per-

haps with the support of one of our regular flower arrangers, I would 

love to hear from you.  

If you would like to discuss 
this, please email me - 
mmcolquhoun@hotmail.co.uk 
- or phone me on 0131 552 
0627.  Or you could catch up 
with me after the service on a 
Sunday. 
 
Margaret Colquhoun 

Flower Convener 

mailto:mmcolquhoun@hotmail.co.uk


12 

Early Birds: Preparing for Easter 

For our March service, the Early Birds team decided to explore with 

families the Bible stories leading up to Easter.   

So, while on Palm Sunday in April, the rest of the congregation 

reflected on the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem on a donkey, the Early 

Birds (who only meet once a month) did this in March.  You will see 

from the photographs, reproduced with the parents’ permission,  

that the crafts related to palm branches and donkeys.   
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The Last Supper was discussed with some of the older children. 

Our pianist, Pam Robertson, led us in a song which had as its chorus 

“Sing Hosanna, Sing Hosanna”.   

One child sang along particularly beautifully and confidently.  When 

we asked her later if she had known the song, she quietly sang the 

song again as a solo from memory, but this time in Gaelic.  For the 

few of us who were close enough to hear, it was something we will 

always remember. 

And so, the Early Birds families have been preparing for Easter 

Sunday, when we hope that those who are not on holiday will join 

the first part of the main service in the Church. After that, they will 

go to the small hall for Easter crafts and snacks.  

Early Birds team 

Pram service 

There is no Pram Service in 

May due to school holidays.  

However, there will be a Pram 

Service on Monday June 6 at 

10.30am.  All are welcome—

especially those with children 

under school age in their care 
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Christian Aid 2022 

In the past the church has collected Christian Aid envelopes which 
raised significant funds for Christian Aid. 

During lockdown, members were encouraged to give directly to 
Christian Aid. However, this also meant that the church did not 
receive any credit for the money raised.   This year, Christian Aid have 
introduced a new concept called e-envelopes which allows you to 
make donations from debit and credit cards, with the church being 
acknowledged for the donation. 

There are now a number of ways that you can make your 

contribution. 

Those who get The Outlook by email 

If you wish to  make a donation using this new scheme, the key web 
address that you need to know is : 

Woman carrying maize 

Courtesy of Christian Aid 
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Walking to work 

Courtesy of Christian Aid 

          https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/inverleith-st-
serfs. 

This allows you to create an account and make a donation, which can 
also include gift aid. 

You are also given the options for selecting  how much Christian Aid 
will contact you,  

The donations are anonymous, the church only sees the number of 
donations and the total amount raised, the money  goes directly to 
Christian Aid. 

Those whose Outlook is hand-delivered or posted in paper form 

A Christian Aid envelope will be enclosed with your May issue of The 

Outlook. 

We would ask you to write a cheque payable to Christian Aid and 

either post it with its envelope to Fiona Davies or put it into the plate 

at the church doors. 

Walking to work 

Courtesy of Christian Aid 

https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/inverleith-st-serfs
https://envelope.christianaid.org.uk/envelope/inverleith-st-serfs
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Coffee House  

The Coffee House re-opens on May 13.  There will be envelopes 

available there for your donation. 

Sanctuary 

Envelopes will be available on May 15 and May 22.  Donations should 

be left in the collection plates at the church doors.  

Please do not leave donations in the Clark Road mailbox. 

Christian Aid 2022 focus— 

effects of climate change  

The 2022 Christian Aid campaign is focusing on climate change and 
the effects of drought.  In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing 
aching hunger for families.  

The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, conflict, and 
drought have robbed people of the power to provide for their 
children.  
 
And 7,000 miles away, the war in Ukraine will drive up food prices in 
Zimbabwe and around the globe.  Without the fertiliser and food - 
like wheat and cooking oil - that Ukraine and Russia produce, 
vulnerable families will be pushed even deeper into hunger. 
 
But hope does not disappoint 
Donations to Christian Aid this month could help farmers to set up 
water taps on their farms, learn to grow food, and provide seeds that 
thrive in drought – giving them all they needs to turn the dry, dusty 
land into a garden of hope.  
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Christian Aid Week 2022 is May 15—May 21.  Arrange-

ments for donating are on pages 14-16 
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Nostalgia café 

Thursday  

May 26 

2pm – 3pm 

All are welcome to come along each month for a chat, cup of tea 
and cake and to share in some Nostalgic moments, usually given 
by a slide presentation. Songs and music conclude the meeting. 

Coffee House re-opens 
 
Friday May 13, 10.00am in the Church Centre. 
 
Do drop in and enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, a treat and a chat with 
friends.  Everyone welcome. 
 
As it is the day before the start of Christian Aid week, envelopes will 
be available should anyone wish to contribute to its work. 
 
Date of next coffee house: Friday June 10 
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Let us pray … 

Lord Jesus, Living God, 
Creator and giver of life to all people: 
We ask that you would hear our prayer for peace amongst the nations 
And for ending of conflict in Ukraine. 
 
Living God, 
Who shall judge between the nations: 
We ask that that you would lead the nations in the paths of peace 
And that the dividing wall of hostility would be broken down. 
 
Living God, 
Who has inspired faith across the ages: 
Grant peace in the midst of war 
And bring harmony to the commonwealth of nations. 
 
Living God, 
Who gave his only Son that we might have life: 
We ask that you would pour out your Holy Spirit 
And inspire in us hope that peace will be renewed. 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
Amen 
(Church of Scotland prayer for peace as war rages in Ukraine) 



20 

 


